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“We are thrilled to have this
building and land,” said Linda
Burnett, executive director of the
SPCA of Polk County. “We could
not have purchased this property
without the contributions of the
many animalsloversthrough the
yearswho earmarked portions of
their donations to be used specifi-
cally toward the purchase of a
permanent building.

Because the building isin poor
condition, the price was|ow enough
to alow the SPCA to even consider
making an offer, said Director of
Financial Operations Cathy O’ Neil.

Carl Feren, local businessman
and avid supporter of the SPCA,
spearheaded the search for asuitable
building. He explained that the
purchase was made possible with the
special help of First National Bank.

“Wewill need to make repairs to
the plumbing, the electrical, the
heating & cooling units,” Burnett
continued, “aswell asinterior work.
It will betoo big ajob for our small
band of volunteers. We will need to
find additional volunteerswho
recognizethe need for an efficient
shelter in Polk County to join us.”

The SPCA will aso be looking to
the community for support. They
hope contractors and people with
building experience, who love
animals, will lend their expertise and
perhaps even donate some of their
leftover building materials. Teens,
seniors or anyone who can paint a
wall or hammer anail will be most
welcome.

The 7000 sg.ft. building has
three separate spaces on the main

Property purchase 'S dream cometrue

Cathy O’Neil, (from left), Phyllis Bridge, Carl Feren, Barbara Bauld and Linda Burnett hold
the keys to the front door of the recently purchased building that will be the new home of
the SPCA of Polk County. The property is on an acre of land located on Hwy 146 S within
the city limits of Livingston.

floor. “Our plan,” said Director of

Office Operations Barbara Bauld, “is

to clean up and moveinto only one
section onthemain level and one
section on the lower level to start.
Later, as funds become available for
additional repairs, we can make other
sectionsoperational.

The SPCA plansto use various
roomsin the building for specialized
activities. One section of the upper
level will provide alarger office
space and storage area than was
availablein the building they had
rented.

“With this new facility, said
Director of Animal Care Phyllis
Bridge, “we will be ableto makeall
the animalsin our care much more
comfortable. We hopeto build

several inside dog enclosuresand a
puppy pen on the lower level. Mov-
ing thedogsinsidewill keep them
warmer in the winter, cooler in the
summer. We will also build some
large fenced dog runsoutside, behind

New building.....continued on page two

Dog of the quarter named

A white, short-haired, all Ameri-
can dog with adistinctive black patch
over hisright eye and one black ear,
was hamed, “ Dog of the Quarter” by
the volunteers of the SPCA.

“He reminds us of the famous
1930sdog inthe old movie, The Little
Rascals,” declared Barbara Bauld,
director of office operations. “We

Harvey.....continued on page two



Harvey.....continued from page one
call him Harvey.

“Heand hislitter mateswere a
bit of asurpriseto us. A female
stray was checked in late one after-
noon. The next morning we discov-
ered she had delivered eight healthy
puppies. Now, only Harvey and his
sister from that litter are still with us.
We found homesfor al the others,
including hismom.

With his unusual markings, we
were sure hewould bethe first of the
litter to be picked. But, heisabit
shy and takes awhile to warm up to
new people. However, once he
knowsyou, heisadarling and a

favoriteamong
thevolunteers
who help us
care for our
dogs. Hewill
make some
lucky family a
very loyal and
loving pet.”
Persons
wishing to
adopt apet can visit the SPCA from
9am. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Wednes-
day or Saturday. In addition to
Harvey, there are several dogs,
puppies, cats and kittens currently
available for adoption at the SPCA.

Harvey

SPCA thankssupporters

The SPCA could not operate
without the generous support of
many people. Help comesin
several different ways, some
major gifts, othersin smaller, but
consistent contributions.

Dave and Marcia Graves are
examplesof loyal benefactors of
the SPCA. In addition to the
many checksthey give, they also
bring alarge bag of food and a
bag of kitty litter every week.
They have been doing it for
years.

PAWSPRINTS
. licati  th The SPCA of Polk County
is a publication of the PO. Box 1403

SPCA of Polk County.
Office hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday
from 9 am to 2 pm.
Monthly meetings, which
are open to the public,
are held at 6 p.m. every
first Thursday at the Trin-
ity Masonic Lodge. Be-
ginning this summer,
meetings will be held at
the new site at 802 S.
Houston Ave. on Hwy 146
S. Call 936 967-2287 for
more information.
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the building and away from traffic,
where we can allow the dogsto get
some healthy exercise.”

The SPCA aso plansto create a
cat room where compatiblefelines
can be moved out of their cramped
crates and allowed to play and eat
together, much asthey wouldina
private home.

A separate room, away from the
office area, will be used asa’get
acquainted room’ by familiesto meet
and play with animalsthey hopeto
adopt.

A quarantine areafor animals
that are brought in sick haslong been

needed. In the past volunteers had to
be found to foster sick animals at
their homes so viruses or skin
conditionswould not spread to the
rest of the animalsin the shelter. An
isolated space for that will be one of
their top prioritiesin the new build-
ing.

“ As soon as possible we will
create a space for abadly needed
inside dog washing & grooming
ared’ declared O’'Nell. “Therewas
little opportunity to groom dogsin
our old, busy and cramped office. We
think the dogswill be more adoptable
if they are kept clean and well

groomed.”

“We are excited about our new
building,” said Burnett, “but a bit
frightened aswell. We depend
completely on the generosity of the
citizens of Polk County to be ableto
continue our work. We thank those
who have donated and volunteered in
thepast. Wewill need help from
even more peopleinthe coming
months.”

Call 936 967-2287 if you would
like to make afinancia donation or
volunteer your timeto help turn this
building into aproductive animal
shelter. The SPCA needsyou.




